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Summary and Highlights of the Meetings of the ICOMIA technical committee and Work Group meetings.
ICOMIA Technical Committee meeting
1. Large Yacht Standardization
· Uli Heinemann represented ICOMIA at the TC 8 meeting last month.  

· TC 8 has established a WG to work on navigation lights for large yachts.

· Officially opened SC 12, for large yachts.  First official meeting will be in February 2007, in Milan.  Some yacht builders do not feel that an ISO approach is needed and could only conflict with existing ship building standards.
· It was proposed that a new Technical Committee be established for oversight of large yacht standards, but this has no ICOMIA initiative and it appears that TC 8 will not give up their large yacht subcommittee.
· ABYC noted that they will begin to write standards for large yachts beginning with electrical standards.

· MIAs were asked that their large yacht members become more involved in ISO standards writing, but as it was pointed out, large yachts do not have a directive to drive standards development.

· This Technical Committee is looking to meet in Düsseldorf prior to the Milan SC committee to coordinate an ICOMIA paper on MIA involvement in this SC. 

2. Joint IEC and TC meeting
· Will look at improving environmental performance of boats using Best Available Techniques.

· Evaporation, fuel spill, protective coatings are potential projects.  So is water waste management and boat disposal.

3. Article 2 of the Amended Directive
· Recommended that no further reductions of sound be mandated by the commission and further noise reduction be done on a local level, such as with speed reductions.

· In-use compliance testing for engines not endorsed due to lack of infrastructure for enforcement and lack of need due to lifetime of engines.

· Fuel spill study not endorsed.

· On board noise standards were not endorsed.

· ISO will look to follow ABYC in use of low permeation hoses and fuel tanks.

· Amendments to design categories not endorsed.

· ICOMIA produced a draft paper on positions for items of the amended directive.

4. ISO Report
· ISO 12217 will include an offset load test and look at increasing persons capacity.  Stability of multihulls is also being worked on.
· ISO 12215 continues to meet and revise the scantling drafts.
· WGs for Inflatables and Handholds are meeting this week.  Means of Reboarding was introduced as a new work item, similar to that already required in the US 

· Sound testing WG will meet later this week.

· TC 188 Plenary session will meet in the UK in 4-7 June.

5. Standards harmonization WG
· WG met earlier this week and created the scope and mission statement that will be presented as press release soon.
· Not looking to eliminate standards but to identify and begin to minimize differences.

5.   New Approach Directives
· Surveillance Marketing Authorities should increase and improve their activities.
· Unique Declarations of Conformity should not be written for every serial numbered product.
· ICOMIA will write a position paper for comments on the draft new approach.

6.  Secretary’s report
· The RSG redefined the Post Construction Assessment process.
· The EC type certificate has no expiration date if the product still adheres to the essential safety requirements and has not made any major changes.

· PCA Craft Identification Number will use a Notified Body’s Manufacturers Identification Code.

· Created a Declaration of Conformity for PCA assessment.

· The EMC (electromagnetic capability) directive is in revision now.  US asked for additional information in order to provide comments.
7. NMMA gave a presentation on the latest progress in the emission reduction program using the emission canister.
8. UK presented comments on a vibration study conducted on RIBS.

9. NMMA requested that ICOMIA create a website of trailer requirements in each member state.  There may be some information on the EURMIG website.
10. ICOMIA will create a website for national regulations.  NMMA will send the USCG regulations link.
11. The next meeting of the ICOMIA technical committee will be held at Auckland, NZ, in May 2007.  A sub meeting will be held at Düsseldorf, January 2007, to discuss Large Yacht Protocol for the TC.
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